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Algebra 1
School Year 2013 - 2014
Course Expectations / Syllabus
CLASS EXPECTATIONS:

Students are expected to follow all classroom rules and procedures as well as the school wide policies for behavior.  The 6 main characteristics for students are the following:
· BE RESPECTFUL – Of yourself, of others and the subject matter / learning that is to be taken in this class
· BE TRUSTWORTHINESS – Includes the usage of Technology that will be heavily used in class
· BE RESPONSIBLE – of your belongings, your actions, and the things around you that are not yours (computers)
· BE CARING – About yourself, your education, your fellow Scorpions, and about your performance
· BE A GOOD CITIZEN – Even when you think no one is looking, do the right thing
· BE FAIR – to yourself, to your peers, and to everyone around you.
CLASS GOALS:

The goal of this class is to create a learning environment where students can:

· Challenge their logical and mathematical thinking
· To help students build themselves as critical thinkers

· Perform in Proficient or Advanced bands in the CST

· Use technology in our learning to further our knowledge in the subject area and prepare ourselves for our future

· Become organized, responsible learners in an adult environment
TOPICS TO BE COVERED:

Algebraic Expressions vs. Equations                  

                         
      
     Graphing linier and Quadratic Equations

Absolute Values                                                                  


    
     Functions (Linier and Quadratic)

Equations with ranging numbers of variables                             

      
     Solving Quadratic Equations

Relationships between X-intercepts and factoring polynomials (especially Quadratics)

     Inequalities (solving and graphing) Rational Numbers & Expressions with polynomials in the Numerator and Denominator

    

MATERIALS:

Students will be required to bring the following with them to class EVERYDAY:

· Writing utensil 
· 2 inch binder (to be used with other freshmen classes as well)
· 1 pencil
· College rule lined paper (500 sheets)
· Flash Drive (to be used with all classes)
· Graph paper (recommended)

· Ream of paper to print out homework

HOMEWORK/ CLASSWORK
Homework will be assigned as necessary. Usually homework will be part of a set of weekly goals that must be met, if you are unable to complete the work in class time provided, then the remainder will become homework.
*Incomplete Homework will be graded as a ‘0’.
BLAST MODEL STATIONS / EXPECTATIONS 
This year we are “ALL IN FULL BLAST” or “Blended learning”. This will divide our classroom in 2 or 3 stations or groups which we will be rotating through. The 3 possible stations included: Independent Practice, Direct Instruction, and Collaborative (group work). Each station will have a leader and assistant leader who will be in charge of a variety of task including, but not limited to: Taking out and returning computers for your group, making sure your group remains on task, and acting as a peer tutors (will be determined later in the year based on skill assessment). 

RevPrep Notebook will be required for Independent station and is required to be kept to a VERY SPECIFIC format.
ATTENDANCE:

It is crucial that you are in class everyday.  If you are absent, it is your responsibility to come and get any work you missed while you were absent (All homework will be available online).  You may see me during my office hours (Monday 4:00 PM – 5:00 PM). There is NO excuse for missing homework, not even absences, or illness. Remember, this a college ready course; you will be treated as college students as much as possible. Find a buddy who is in the same class period as you and get their phone number/ email so you can ask them or email me.
MAKEUP EXAMS/RETAKES:

Retakes will only be considered after student has demonstrated that they have taken appropriate measures to properly prepare for their re-takes (studying), evidence of preparation will be required.  Retakes can be taken by properly requesting to do so with the teacher.  NO REATAKES WITHIN 2 WEEKS OF ENDING OF GRADING PERIOD.
LATE WORK:

No late homework will be accepted.
EXTRA CREDIT:

Extra Credit will be at teachers’ discretion, and should NOT be used as a means of passing the class, instead extra credit will be offered to students looking to raise their grade to a higher level of proficiency (i.e. extra credit offered only to students who are passing)
GRADING:

Will reflect the Alliance standards based grading policy.  All assignments will be scored using a four–point rubric.  You will be graded on your MASTERY of a standard. The work (classwork, homework, etc…) that is associated with the standards are indicators of your progress and understanding of that standard. 

	Category
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Mathematical Concepts
	Explanation shows complete understanding of the mathematical concepts used to solve the problem(s).

	Explanation shows substantial understanding of the mathematical concepts used to solve the problem(s).

	Explanation shows some understanding of the mathematical concepts needed to solve the problem(s).

	Explanation shows very limited understanding of the underlying concepts needed to solve the problem(s) OR is not written.


	Completion

	All problems are completed, if not, students has made notes or questions.

	Majority of the problems are completed or questions are prepared

	Some of the problems are completed.

	Several of the problems are not completed.


	Neatness and Organization

	The work is presented in a neat, clear, organized fashion that is easy to read.
(MLA Format)
	The work is presented in a neat and organized fashion that is usually easy to read.

	The work is presented in an organized fashion but may be hard to read at times.

	The work appears sloppy and unorganized. It is hard to know what information goes together.


	Mathematical Terminology and Notation

	Correct terminology and notation are always used, making it easy to understand what was done.

	Correct terminology and notation are usually used, making it fairly easy to understand what was done.

	Correct terminology and notation are used, but it is sometimes not easy to understand what was done.

	There is little use, or a lot of inappropriate use, of terminology and notation.



REWARDS/CONSEQUENCES:
· REWARDS:

· Students who meet classroom expectations (Academic and behavioral) will be rewarded in a variety of ways.  Such rewards include verbal praise, positive phone calls, and letters home, and most importantly… a quality education, and a very real opportunity to go to college.
· CONSEQUENCES:

· Students who do not follow the appropriate guidelines for behavior and whom do not meet classroom expectations will incur the following consequences in sequential order:
First Offense: Detention (to be held after class)
Second offense: Detention, call home, sent to buddy teacher
Third offence: Detention, call home, sent to Office with referral
· Technology abuse or inappropriate usage:
1. First offense: Computer will be taken away for 1 week, work still expected to be completed (YOU need to find a solution)
2. Second offense: Student will lose computer privileges for the SEMESTER (YOU need to find a solution)
Examples of Inappropriate usage (but not limited too)

- Doing home for another class, if you have 

- Facebook


- Listening to music
not yet completed ALL your work for this class 

- Shopping


- Non Educational “You-tubing”
OFFICE HOURS/COMMUNICATION
I will have 1 hour a week called “Office Hours” designated as time to help students with their course work.  For the first quarter, these hours are Monday from 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm, but are subject to change every quarter. If these times are not compatible with your after school schedule please contact me via email or talk to me during non class hours to set up an appointment.  Other math teachers are also available to help you with tutoring during their tutorial hours as well. Parents are encouraged to communicate with me via email APangilinan@laalliance.org 
The instructor reserves the right to make additions, changes, and deletions to the syllabus during the course of the year.

By signing this form, I acknowledge that I have read and understand everything in the Course Expectations.

STUDENT NAME:_______________________________________   STUDENT SIGNATURE:__________________________________

PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME:______________________________   PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE:___________________________________

DATE:________________
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